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New York Giants In the National League

—_—
S ———————————————

And Cleveland Naps In the American
Look Like Two Best Bets for Pennants

HE games are on, the season|the same kind of a flelder as O'Harn. | shape agaln, but It {s a toss up as 1o
3 )

here! The stricken ball cuts1
through the alr  The haucra:
fan the ntmnlphere‘ The ruln-‘
ners round the bases tear. The umpire,
enlls the strikes and balls, puts run-'
ners out when they are In, nor heeds

he rooters’ ansry squalls that they will smooth as a clock, and the {nfleld| ralsed that without Criger ke will not
Ao The season’s works as smoothly and harmoniously as | he of much usec.

II him, sure as sin'
:i:a the samoe old muss, and on the

ts the same old us. _
’e;‘ho main question among the base-
ball fans of the country at present la‘
what teams will capture the pnnnants|
in the Natlonal and American lcagucs,l
Can Frank Chance, leader of the Chl-|
cago Nationals twice world's champlons:
and threa time pennant winners, (’:\p-%
the flag for the fourth time? Will Mec- |
Graw of the New York Glants, with|
his greatly strengthened team, take the |
title away from the Cubs? Is thls
Philadelphia’s year, or will Fred Clarke's |
perennlal pennant pursuers, the Pltts- |
burg Plrates, cop 1t? Is Hugh Jen-1
nings of Detrolt going to win another
banner? Can Lajofe of Cleveland, after
many unsuccessful attempts, finally
land the much coveted banner?

The person who tries to guees six
months ahead what teams will win |
efther the National or Amerlcan Ieakue‘
penpant 1s, as a general rule wasting
time. In most cases some contingency
comes Into a pennant race and upsets
at least soma of the calculations of the
experts. A team that just now, for ln-‘
stance, looks llke a sure pennant win-
ner might ecasily be put out of the run-
ning by the iliness or other incapacity
of one or two of its leading pltchers

In sizing up the four leading teams ln!
the Natlonal league I find that the New
York Giants are strongest. The Cubs
are weak without the services of thelr
two great stars, Evers and Catcher
Kling. Another thing Is that this great
baseball machine is not running as
smoothly as It did two years ago
Whether the Plttsburgs are stronger
than In 1908 will depend largely on
the abllity of Abstein to play first base.
Tho Phillles have not been Improved
to any great extent.  Stlll I look to see
them put up a great fight

If the Glants do not capture the Na-
tlonal league pennant this season, it
will be the fault of luck. Johnny Mec-
Graw has unoucsilonably the best team
that ever represented New York city
Ta specifv the points of strength Is;
diMcult. as there 1s no apparent weak-
ness In the team

The pltching staff Is the strongest
that ever repregented the Glants In the

|

league. Take a look at these and sce
for yourscif. Of the right handers thero
are = Christy Mathewson, Leon Ames
“Fogs" Raymond end Otls Crandall
The left handers are George Wlitse
“Rabe” Marquerd and Jake Welmer 1=
theye a cloh in ihe country that can
beat 17 Mathews=on Is due for an-
otk r noa #epeon Wiltze {8 stronger
than » 4 Iner c-qson and won't have
io work on: of his turn this season, as
hee did last e team 1s equipped
vith e eauth psws—Welmer
rodd Nebe Mav juard The former
piuhed good Hoall for Clncinnatl and
vith ] d t icld to back
o u o W e r will make a better rec-
el } « «till to dellver the
Fonda A would not have
p-afd LIng0 for rjoard without be-
Ingg jrotty ceyid 1t he was worth
the vain - Crandail. with @ year's ex-
porence. will make a gond record. Of
Lig vy aond or at things are ex-
Jrectond 15 for St. Louls
(HE Mo ifttimes sensational |
Thev= ha 1 consfderable talk of
R: i, ! tihe Waddell, belng
A hard snn 19 hasdl This may be go,
Lt now playing under a
man v 1= naed to being obeved,
ond knows (his.  An excellent
Hlustration of how MceGraw can whip
his wmen inta line and make them re-
maln on thelr feet 1s the case of Mike
Doniln Since Darlin came to New
Yoris he learned how to ohey orders,

and that ¢« why he batted himself Into
second place nmong the sluggers last
season. And McGraw will do the same
with Ravmond Indeed he has Ray-
mond thoroughly tamed now. Ray-
mond s a great pltcher when he set-
tlezs down to his work. He has no
equal when it comes to using the elu- |
slve spit ball

Last season McGraw neither had a,
rellable pitching staff nor a trustworthy |
set of outficlders The one consistent |
among the delivery clerks was Christo- |
pher Mathewson, who never had a bad |
spell. George Wiltse went finely until|
September and thon broke down. Otis|
Crandall was a spring sensation and a |
fall disappointment. The Fowler (Ind.) |
boy had hard luck in many of his com- |
bats. Luther Taylor and Joe McGin-
nity couldn’t beat the top notch teams
and often needed aid from Royal Res-
cuer Mathewson to subdue the clubs
which finiehed in the second division.

It was thought that with the absence
of Roger Bresnahan the catching de-
partment would be weakened, but
shrewd Johnny McGraw knew what he |
was dolng when he made the trade last |
winter. He has an excellent catcher |
in Schlel, whom he secured from Cin- |
cinnatl. In addition, he has picked up |
& wonder in Myers, the Indian. The
latter will probadbly prove a harder
hitter than Bresnahan. He plcks out
good balls and Is consequently no pot
bhitter. He knows what he is doing
at all times. Then he has Wilson and |
Bnodgrass, either of whom s as good |
as some best catchers on cther clubs,

Myers' real name leaked out Tecently
The big Indlan had kept it o gecret |
ever since he went Into professional |
baseball. It seems that a newspaper |
man in Richmond, Va, went to school |
with the blg chief at Dartmouth and |
told some of the players the name un- |
der which Myers matriculated. When |
the chief woke up somebody surprised |
him by calling him “Chief Tortes," The
Indian smiled and sald: “Well, I guess
you fellows have got me with the
goods. That {s my real name”

Myers Is descended from an old line
of Indlan aristocracy and did not desire
to have his real name known in base-
ball. He Is a great-grandson of the
famous chlef of the Cuchilla tribe of
Misslon Indians of California. The
fighting ancestor was named Quaqua,
and Tortes, or Jack Myers, his grand-
son, i{s very proud of the royal blood {n
his veins.

It would be hard to find a better out-
field {n the older organization than that
of the Glants. Every one will come
close to hitting .300, and each one Ia
lightning fast on the bases. Herzog,
who held down Doyle's place at second
during the latter's absence last fall, has
the makings of & splendid outfialder
He 18 not as graceful as the other two,
O’Hara and Murray, but he is as fast as
a jack rabbit in covering ground and
always dellvors the goods His lack
of grace in covering the position s due
to the fact that he has always played
the infield.

O'Hara {n center Is ono of those easy

going outflelders who apparently know |

where the ball s going to fall and are
elways under it without any undue ef-
fort. He takes long drives so vasy that
they do not look difficult. Murray is

Ha never appears Lo exert himself.
Securing Murray 1s one of the great-
est of McGraw's many clever trades.
McGraw has his team well drilled In
all the fine pointa of bascball. It
works 1Its base running plays as

it did last year. Larry Doyle at sec-
ond has Improved his style to a great
extent. Constant assoclation with other
men who are old and expert In the
business has done him a great deal of
good, and he will be one of the real
stars this year. McGraw had his team
devote conslderable time each day dur-
Iing the tralning season to base run-
ning, and his Instructions wlill bear
fruit as the season progresses. (

The shrewdness of the Glants' man-
ager can be seen In the manner In
which he has sought to bulld up his
team where It was weak last year. He
was not blind to the shortcomings of |
any of his players, and ha realized that |
If he could have “strotched out™ a Ift-
tlea more now and then on the bases he
would have captured eome of those
contests which he missed by a single
run.

The little turns and quickness In tak-
ing advantage of opportune moments

for which McGraw {6 famous were
never so much In evidence as they are
this season. The long leads from bases
to worry the pitcher, the well timed ro-
covery and the co-opcration between
batter and runner aro more marked
than last ycar. All this means attroc-
tive baseball What it may mean rela-

tlve to the champlonship must be de- |

clded later,

Speed Is the keynote of the whole or-
| Banlzation. On the fleld it is (n evi-
dence In the agllity of the playere. On
the bases it Is more In evidence by their
nimbleness and daring. At bat it Is a
| striking charactoristic because one may
eee that every play has a motive be-
hind it. The nine of 1903 was a great

power, so far as speed was concerned
In epots, but the team of this year
collectively 1s much faster. §
The American
Of the four
| land,
iin the American league, which are
again expected to land in the first di-
vision, I prefer Cleveland's chances. In
sizing up the leading teams last gecason
I find that the Naps have been
strengthened the most. Chicago with-
out its great leader, Flolder Jones, Is
|weak St. Louls {s due for a n:eat
slump, as the men are RoIng, not com-
!Inx_ and Detroit has not been strength-
.;ned to any great oxtent.
Ave not improved fts piteh
unless Jones and La Pl;:.te alrr:gwu:‘:
| markable form for recruits. To coun-
teract any great winning prowess that
any one of these three may display 1t

League.
leading  clubs—Cleve-

looks now as If Detroit would be forceq |
to go along without a really serviceable |

lett hander, Killlan belng troubled with
@ lame arm. He hopes to Bet into

Detrolt, Chicago and St Loufs— |

The Tigers

|
i whether or not he will be successful.

| Cleveland, however, has strengthened
| Ita team In the pitching department
[by the addition of Cy Ycung, than
| whom there are few better, If any, In
the business. The question has becn

Clevelanders, how- |
ever, have great faith in the abllity
of Bemnis and Clarke to catch the fa-
mous veteran and cause him to have
just as successful a season as If his
old slde partner were behind the bat
Then Pltchers Wright and Sitton of the
recrults appear to have Just as much
class as elther of the two Detrolt
voungsters named

Behind the bat Cleveland Is more
formlidable than Detroit. By the time
the season {8 well on Cleveland will
have Clarke and Bemlis to offset Char-
ley Schmidt, and there i1s no doubt of
Clarke belng superlor to Schmidt As
for Land and Easterly, the Cleveland
recruits are better batters than Beck-
endorf and Stanage and probably just
ax good recelvers. Then Claveland has
Jim MecGuire to use In a pinch, and the
veteran Is far from being all In desplte
his age

“leveland has

the classfer infleld |

Stovall |

both In flelding and batting

| He
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lL!EFT HANDED CATCHERS GONE

“Jiggs" Donahue and Fred Tenney
Broke In as South Paw Receivers,
Loft handed catchers seem to have |

gone out of style completely. About |

the only one who ever did amount to |
much ag a backstop was Jack Clements, |

who did great work for the Philllea a

dozen years ago. He took on €0 much

welght, however, that Philadelphla lot
him o (o St. Louls, and he nnished his
baseball career, as did Jack Stivetts,
as a member of the (1) fated Misfits In |

Cleveland In 1860 |
Jack gave up the job in disgust along

fn June and returned te his home In

Philadelphia, preferring to quit alto-

gether rather than play with a club

whose winnlng streak was always con-
fined to one consecutlve game

Fred Tenney was considered a won- |
derful catcher when at Brown univer-
slty. He broke Into the big league as

a catcher, going from Brown to Boston

as the recelving end of the battery of

Sexton and Tenney, He falled to dls-

tingulsh himself as a catcher, though

and was called upon to play first base
one day when the regular first sacker
was hurt. He made good at once and
has been plaving first ever since
“Jigge” Donahue {8 another who fell
down as @ catcher, but has acquired
fame a8 a wonderful flelding Airst base-
man. Bill Armour had him n‘atnh!ng{
for his Dayton team Then McAleer |

gave him a trial at St. Louis In 1902

was a dismal fallure and was

dropped to Milwaukee. Cantllllon de- |

spalred of his showing anything Lv.-l

Latest Action Photos of Some of Johnny McGraw’s New York Giants

16 a more valuable man than Rossman. |
Lajole has {t all over Schaeter, and
| Morlarity is scarcely in Bradley's class
| as a third sacker, although he may out-
bat the Clevelander a trifle. As for the
| men who will play short for the rival
| teans, Cleveland will have the better
of it should Turner be able to resume
| his position nand stay in the game If
| Perring s the man, it should be a
standoff Bush played a sensational
gamoe at the bat, on the bases and in
the field for the Tigers last fall, but
whether or not he can keep up the
pace thls season remains to be seen
If he should succeed In so doing he
will have something on the Cleveland
| utllity Inflelder.

‘ There I8 no question of Detrolt out-
| classing Cleveland In the outfield, but
with Flick back {nto the game the
Naps' garden wlll compare well with |
any of Its rivals outside of Detrolt. [

TOMMY CLARK

‘\ DRAMATIC NOTES. !
| Fritz Willlams is playing In the title |
|

’r'::]-- of “Mr. Crewa's Carcer.”

‘ Miss Annle Russell is to make a
tour of the south fn “Tha Stronger
Sex.”

| able

hind the plate and stuck him on first
base At first he looked llke a bloom- |
er, but he finally acquired confidence |
and became a star In that position

A TEAM OF CASTbFFS.

Enough Star Ball Players Let Out to
Make a Good Nine.

Enough players have passed out of
the major leagues during the off scason |
to form a team, and one that would be

to make a fairly good showlng
Most of the playera were stars during
thefr davs, and seven have taken part|
in world's serles. Here's the team ‘

Catchers—Sid Smith, Sechreck
Needham

Pitchers — McGinnjty,
herty and Hogg :

First base—MeGann,

Second base—McCourtney

Third base—Collins

Shnrlsl~tp—Tu|;:rr

and

Tavlor, Fla- :

Outficlders—Shannon, geybold and
Plckering i

Utllity Inflelders — Hostetter and |
Coughlin |

Uity outflelder—Barry |

Locke

Play, “The Climax,” Is “Melody Drama.”

“Going Some” Marks David Belasco’s

Debut Into Slang.---An QOutdoor Comedy

[From Our New York Dramatle Corre

apondent.]

T last something new in the way
of a description of r slage
production has been dlscov-
ercd  The progenitors of the

new production at Weber's theater,

“The Cllmax,” have stated that It 18 a |

“melody drama” and leave it to the
public to declde just what a melody
drama fs

No longer are the stereotyped forms
of description of stago products good
enough for the down to date managers
and It will probably be a very short
time before somebody else goesx the
backers of “The Climax"” one better
and promulgates what posterity will
hear spoken of as an ‘“oratoriolstic
melodrama’ or a “smyphoniously comic
tragedy.” In the language of the
chroniec poker player before the draw,
"Wha knows 7

Properly speaking, “The Climax” Is a
drama, with Incidental musie, arranged
by Joseph Carl Brell. The entire ac-
tlon of the play takes place in the
apartments of Lulgl Golfant!, a teacher

| of vocal musle, with a glimpse of his

studfo adjoining, in which his son
Pletro helps to eke out thelr precarious
livelthood by giving muslc lessons

o S
&3

Adelina, a pupll who is a distant
relative of the Golfantls and who s
thought by them to possess a volce of
much promise and who aspires to ro-
nown as an operatic artist, has taken

up her abode with the Golfantis john
Raymond, a doctor, and Pletro are
madly In love with Adelina. She, how-

over, devoted to her art, spurns their
attentions, and Dr. Raymond ventures
to presume that his lovemaking would
progregs much better were it not for
her volee

The Age of Ideal Smashing.

The age of the demolition of jdeals
has long been with us, but somatimes
we forget that fact. A gentle re-
minder comes to us, however, In the
shape of o new drama at the Belaseo
theater that has a shocking, a slangy
title. Think of the wanton desceration
of that temple of hyper-developed art, |
the Belasco theater, from which has
streamed (o the heavens the plllar of
flame of dramatle genfus that could be
ignited only by Mrs. Leslle Carter!
Tow Mrs. Carter must writhe and cry
out as at a distance she hears that g
play with the title of “Golng
has been produced on those

Some™
clussla |l

under the
us-

boards that once splintered
{ foot poundings of Zaza and the
tricus Du Barry!
Languish though
Same” has arrived Paul
and Rex E. Beach wrote the play, a
comedy, produced by the Shuberts

she may, “Going

Qutline of the Play.

new comedy I8 an “outdoor”

The

| play with the winning of a foot race—|

a hundred yard dash—as the central
factor In the plot. It Is-deserlbed as a
“comedy concerning cowboys and col-
lege men” and I8 saild to be the first
plece in which these contrasting ele-
ments have been humorously com-
mingled The four acts of the play
take place at the Flylng Heart ranch,
New Mexico; In the interior of the
bunk house at the ranch. at the ranch

again and at the corral of the Centi-
pede ranch.  The action takes place
between Monday and Saturday of one
week

4 * of the come-
dy, a “rah-rah” bhoy from Yale of the
nome of Speed, whose athletie achieve-
ments have actually been Ilimlted to
leading the cheerlng on the side lines,
is visiting the Flying Heart ranch with
hiz coach In search of diversion :Speed,

} IMARQUARD =

| wishing to make an Impression on

| Smith college girl who I8 also visiting
[at the Flylng Heart, volunteers to
| Tepresent the Flying Heart In a foot
with the champlon of the rival
! Centipede ranch
| Speed 18 not really a champlon run-
ner at all and counts on felgning slek-
| ness and getting a genulne athlete as
subsatitute, but when the genuine run-
ner finally appears he Is on erutches!
The manner in which Speed, terror
stricken by the threats of the cowhoys
to shoot him If he loses the race, man-
ages to bluff out the situation and
comes off with flving colors furnishes
the climax of the comedy

| race

The leading members of the com-
pany are Lawrence Wheat, Walter
Jones, George Leach, Ozn Waldaorp,

Murlel Starr, Laura Lemmers, Thomas
J. Karrigan, Herbert Cothell, George K.
Henery, Escamlllo Fernandez, Augus-
tus Glassmelr, Hugh Cameron, Charles
‘\\'-:Sl, Willlam Harrigan and W. Tam
many Young

Galsworthy's London Success.
It begins to look as If John Gals-
worthy was going to have an Important
chapter to himself when the stage his-

tory of the present day In London
comes to be written His first play,
“The Sllver Box," produced at the

Court theater, was one of the notable
achlevements of the Granville-Barker |
regime, although It was a depressing |
work and not exactly popular The
second, “Joy." was too complex, [ts
psychology too Intricate, its {ntentions
too subtle, for present stage use. Per-
haps It was ahead of English time and
nearer to German requlrements

The third. “Strife.” which has been

Armstrong |

on for a trial series of matinees,
glves definite evidencs that Galaworthy
Is a dramatist worth more than loeal
attention and that “The Sllver Box"
was not merely a lucky fluke

Evidently the tip had gone forth that
the occasion would be Interesting, for
all the avallable “Intellectuals” were
present at the opening, from Bernard
Shaw to Becrbohm Tree, and, among
Amerlcans, from Winthrop Ames, man-
ager of the New theater In New York,
to Chester Balley Fernad of “Cat and
Cherub™ fame

The play deals with a struggla be-
tween the board of directors of a tin
mine wand thelr workmen, who have
| been on strike until they are starving,
but there Is no physical violence It is
a conflict of ldeas and forces and not
of persons and consequently {s dlsap-
pointing to those who want tha lime-
Hght focused on stars  In the elrcum-
stances It speaks weoll for Charles
FFrohman that he bad the courage and
good will to produce f{t My pueas la
that he never would have dona it If J
M. Barrle had not Insisted on it

stk bz
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BARRIE TO
TALK.
J. M. Barrle, the famous Scotch

playvwright and novellst, has the repu-
tatlon of being remarkably reticent
| even for a Secot. It is not an unusual
Ithlnz for him to st for an hour or
| more with his friends elther In their
3 or his own without uttering half
a dezen words, But when he does
talk-—

The story goes that not long after he
first went to London to become a
Journalist he was admitted to a coterle
af choice spirits whose habit it was to
meat perlodically for a pipe and a bowl
and conversation. Barrle alwava nt-
tended the meetings and joined in the
pipe and the bowl—eapecially the pipe,
for he {s an Inveterate smoker—but he

| never contributed to the conversatlon,
At last his sllence became noticeable
and his companions began to think him
unfricndly and morose. Finally one of
those who knew him best advised him
If ha wished to remaln In the ecoteria
to Join sometimes at least In the dis-
cussions,

Barrie aald nothing at the time. Tha
next meeting night came around, and
he was In his place, as usual Some
tople was proposed for discussion. and
very #oon the company was surprised
to hear a remark from the hitherto al-
lent Scot. And evidently it was more
than a mere remark, for Barrle went
right on talking as If he had never
done ansthing else and never intended
1o anything else hut talk After
awhlle he got tired talking sitting
down, and ha got up and walked
around the room. always talking

Soma of the others tried to break in,

| but Barrle had the floor, and he would
vield it to no one. It wase as If he had
been storing up words all his life and
the dam had suddenly burst

'WHEN
|

do

A PLAY WITHOUT A MANUSCRIPT.

Charles Frohman has fixed upon the
Iatter nart of April as tho date for the
| Londan appearanca of William Collier

in “The Patrlot"” Mr, Collfer and
nearly all of the Amerlcan company
are In London ready to appear in tho

witty little three act farce written by
the comedian In collaboration with
Hartley Manners without changing an
“If,” “and" or “but” of the manuscript
In deference to British sensibility or
understanding

Mr Frohman's unexpectedly sudden
| declsfon to jump Mr. Colller from New
? York to L.ondon at one move as neatly
| a8 one moves a pawn on a chessboard

has brought out the surprising fact
| that “The Patriot” has been running
all seascn In New York without ever
belng put Into manuscript form. Mr
Frohman cabled Mr. Colller asking for
the manuscript “by the next boat,” and
tha comedian had to reply: “There
never has been a manusecript. Will
write It on the way over."”

The fact is that Mr. Colller and Mr
Manners In the beginning talked over
tha plot of “The Patrict” and agreed
upon a certaln lino of actlon. Mr. Man-
ners sketched some scenes, which Mr
Colller speedily filled In with dialogue
wrltten on the backs of envelopes, old
letters and wrapping paper. The rest
of the play was made in the process ot
rehearsal, Mr. Colller, as stage director,
saylng to an actor, “When I say so
and so, you say such and such.” Per-
haps that accounts for the remarkable
naturalness and llkeliness of everything
that Is sald In “The Patriot,” although
It 1s called a farco. At any rate, it s
| probably the only play that ever ran
an entlre gcason In New York without
o manuscript.

| THE KING'S DRAMATIC CRITIC.

The theaters have a great attraction
for the Princess of Wales, and she was
once referred to by the king as “our
muslcal and dramatic eritle” When
she is In London and her other en-
gagrments permit shs almoat (nvarl-
ably attends a theater in the evening
elther with only a lady In walting with
her or with one or more of the vounger
members of the roval family, guch as
IPrlnr_o Arthur of Connaught or her
brother and slster-in-law, Prince and
Princess Alexander of Teck. She |s
an Inveterate frst nighter, and the-
atrical managers in London when they

have o productfon of more than ordl-
| nury Importance have become accus-
tomed to make Inquiries at Marlbor-

ough House to see whother her roval
highness proposes to occupy the royval
box or not. Tt {s largely upon her re-
port that other memberas of the royal
family deeclde whether to visit a cer-
taln play or not, and particularly ls
this the case with the king and queen.

PROFESSIONAL ETHICS, BY FROH-
MAN.

I would as llef think of acecusing a
| dramatic critle of personal blas {n his
reviews of plays and players ns of ac-
cusing a bank clerk of dishonesty.
since the second would be no more
treacherous to his employers than the
first.  Pergonalitics never can be en-
tirely absent from dramatic criticiem
long as the publie prefer to read
about persons than about things, but
personallsm, delving Into an  actor's
character or dlsposition as a man,
apart from his work on the stage, Is
unfalr and gencrally makes dull read-
ing
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JEM DRISCOLL LIKES AMERICA.

With the admlssion that in his flve
months” tour In Amerfca he earned
$20,000 and got back home with $10, -
000 of the money, Jem Driscaoll, tha

English featherwe Ight champlon boxer,
In an Interview on his return to Eng-

land In the London Sporting  Life
makes the unqualified statement that
he found America mueh to his llking

and had strong Inclinations of returne«
Ing before long.



